
St. Barbara Church at Strackholt

Welcome to our church at Strackholt! We hope this flyer will help you become familiar with 
the church and be of benefit to you.

Who was St. Barbara?  
According to legend, Barbara became a Christian in the year 306. Her heathenish father had 
other plans for her and accused her at court. Although she now was in deadly peril, she did 
not renounce her faith. While being brought to prison, some twigs adhered to her dress. She 
placed those twigs into a bowl filled with water. The day Barbara was sentenced to death 
blossoms appeared on the twigs.  

“You seemed to be dead, said Barbara, but you blossomed into a new life. I must now die, but 
I will also blossom into a new life.”

The Church Building
The  Romanesque  structure  was  built  around 
1240 as a single building, and the current one is 
the third on this site.  In 1853 an extension was 
added  to  the  north  side,  which  included  the 
sacristy,  and in 1881 another  one  to  the  south 
side of the church, both elongating the original 
structure.   Due to  the  large  number  of  service 
attendees,  these two extensions  were necessary 
additions.   Over  a  thousand  visitors  attended 
services most Sundays; over fifteen hundred on 
festive days.  

Upon the church’s dedication, Pastor  Remmer Janssen said: “We now have a church in the 
shape of a cross.  We hope that the church will not be a burden like the cross on the shoulder 
of the Lord on his way to Golgatha.” 

The church has three galleries—one on the west side, one on the north, and one on the south. 
Pictures of the Apostles can be seen in two of the galleries.  The two unused signs that were 
removed from above the altar were placed in the organ gallery.  Since this part of the building 
is broader than the extensions, these two signs were positioned on either side of the organ.

The Organ
“Pastor Coler 1798” is written across the organ 
gallery balustrade.  The organ was manufactured 
by  Gerhard  Janssen  Schmidt  of  Leer  in  1799. 
With  its  twenty-three  registers,  the  organ  of 
Strackholt’s  St.  Barbara  Church  is  one  of  the 
largest and most beautiful organs of East Frisia´s 
village churches.
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The Altar
The triptych  dates 1654.   In  the  middle  panel, 
Judas receives the money pouch while hiding it 
behind his back during the Last Supper.  The side 
panels portray the events of Christ’s birth.  On 
Good Friday the panels of the triptych are closed. 
The  backside  of  each  reveals  the  passion  of 
Christ,  and  only  after  midnight  on  Easter 
morning  will  the  panels  of  the  triptych  be  re-
opened.
 
(left wing, above)      Jesus in the temple
(left wing, below)      Adoration of the magi
(left backside, above)  The crucifixion
(left backside, below)  The lashing or flogging
(right wing, above)     Adoration of the shepherds
(right wing, below)     Angels announcing the Lord’s birth
(right backside, above) Jesus before Caiaphas and the high court
(right backside, below) The Lord praying in the Garden of Gethsemane while disciples slept

Below the triptych are the four evangelists with their symbolic references:  
Matthew – angel; Mark – lion; Luke – bull; John – eagle

The text below the Last Supper reads:  “Take, eat; this is my body…this cup is the new 
testament in my blood.”

The Crucifixion Group
There are three wooden oak crucifixion figures 
above the triptych.  Likely originating from the 
commencement of the church, the 160 cm statues 
of  Maria  and  John  stand on  either  side  of  the 
crucified  Christ.   During  the  late  19th century, 
they  were  repaired  by  a  Strackholt  inhabitant. 
The text, “For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink  the  cup,  you  proclaim  the  Lord’s  death 
until  He  comes,”  is  inscribed  below  the 
crucifixion group.

The Pulpit
The baroque pulpit dates 1801.  An angel playing a trumpet 
can be found above the pulpit.
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Baptismal Font
The baptismal font was made of a single block of Bentheim 
sandstone and originates from the first half of the 13th 

century. Grape leaves and four different lions’ heads 
decorate it.

Pews
The pews aren’t very old and were made by the 
local cabinetmakers, Schöttler. 

The Candelabra 
Three  large  candelabra  hang in the  nave—one  of  them is 
electrically  powered  and  burns  during  any  service.  Three 
smaller  candelabra  suspend over  the  galleries  and another 
over the baptismal font. The one above the baptismal font is 
the oldest and is  lit  at  every baptism.  The candles of all 
candelabra are lit on Christmas and other very special events.

The Inscriptions on the Wall of the Apsis
Inscriptions  from the 15th century were found on 
the wall of the apsis with the renovation in 2000. 
During  previous  renovations,  these  inscriptions 
were seriously destroyed, and we will presumably 
never know the entire text.
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Pastors
The  first  known  Pastor  of  Strackholt  was  a 
certain Iwe,  who died in 1546.  It  is  unknown 
whether  he  was  previously  a  Catholic  pastor. 
The  most  important  pastor  of  Strackholt  was 
Remmer Janssen. He was the pastor at Strackholt 
for forty-four years and is buried here in the new 
cemetery.  The  names  of  all  pastors  since  the 
reformation  are  posted  on  the  wooden  plates 
below the gallery of the western aisle.

The Bell Tower
The bell tower, originating from the beginning of 
14th century  and  consisting  of  three  bells,  is 
located  next  to  the  church  because  of  the 
swampy ground.   The bell in the middle is older; 
the other two are from 1970. The bells ring in E 
Flat - F - G tones.

A large granite stone rests to the left of the bell 
tower.  In 1942 the metal from one of the bells 
was melted for military use.  A member of the 
congregation found the clapper being used as a 
counterweight  on  a  coindlass  in  the  meadows 
and brought it back to the church where it belonged.

A swan is affixed to the top of our church.  It has been said that the Czech reformer, Johannes 
Hus (1370-1415) of Prague, stated before his execution on the stake, “You will be able to 
roast the goose  but a greater one will come whom you will not be able to make silent.”  One 
hundred years later in 1517, Martinus Luther posted the Position Statements to the church 
door in Wittenberg.  Thus a swan greater than a goose became the symbol of Martinus Luther.

The Congregation
The villages of Fiebing, Voßbarg, Zwischenbergen, and Spetzerfehn are near Strackholt.  Part 
of Spetzerfehn and each of the other villages belong to the parish.  The congregation has 
about 2400 members.

We invite  every  visitor  of  our  church  to  join  the  service  every  Sunday  at  10  a.m.
The Holy Last Supper will be held on every first Sunday of the month after the service.

Barbara and Winfried Moritz, pastors
Translation by Hans-Jürgen Adams and Cheryl (Jurgens) Meints
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